iShare Learning theme

The Lord is my Shepherd
Prayer and Worship focus w/b 22nd June 2020

Keep following our current iShare Learning theme with these weekly
reflection sheets to read and discuss as family.

THANK GOD
Thank God for his protection and his promise to answer prayers - it may not
always be obvious to us, but the Bible is clear that God hears us every time we
pray and wants to keep us safe and secure.
READ
Learn the memory Bible verse. Can you fill in all the gaps?
The LORD is my __________, I lack ___________. He makes me lie down in
green ___________, he leads me beside quiet _________, he refreshes my
_______.
Psalm 23 vv1-2

Read the story of Daniel in the Lion's Den
This is a story about Daniel. He actually came to
Babylon with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
and each king that came and went liked these
men because they were honest and hard
workers. They were always given the
most important jobs which made the other
workers of the king jealous.
This time the king's name was Darius and he also
liked Daniel. He knew that Daniel was a good
worker so he decided to put Daniel in charge of
the whole country. The other servants of the

king were very jealous of Daniel and they tried to find something that would get Daniel in
trouble. They were trying to get him fired, but Daniel obeyed God so they couldn't find anything.
Finally these men said to each other, "We can't find any reason for the king to fire Daniel. The only
way we could get him to disobey the king is if we made a law against his god." So they went to king
Darius and said, "O great king, you are so wonderful that no one should pray to anyone but you."
The king said, "That sounds like a great idea!" Then the men continued, "All of your workers have
agreed that this should be done and that anyone that prays to any other god should be thrown into
the lions den."
The workers lied and said that everyone who worked for the king agreed, but of course they never
talked to Daniel because they knew he wouldn't agree. The king didn't know this, so he made the
law and it couldn't be changed.
When Daniel heard about the new law he did what he always did. He went home to a room upstairs
and opened the windows that looked out over the city. Three times that day he went down on his
knees and prayed to God just like he always had.
These men went as a group to Daniel's house and found him praying and asking God for help. So
they ran straight to the king and told him, "Your worker Daniel is ignoring your command. We have
seen him praying to his God three times today."
When the king heard this he was very sad. He really liked Daniel and he didn't want him to die. He
tried everything to get the law changed to stop Daniel from being thrown in the lions' den, but the
men came to him and reminded him that the law could not be changed and Daniel would have to be
punished.
So at the end of the day the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the
lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "I hope your God who you serve and pray to will rescue you!"
A large, heavy stone was rolled in front of the den and the king went back to his palace with tears in
his eyes. That night King Darius couldn't eat or sleep he was so worried for Daniel.
The next day, as soon as the sun came up the king got up and ran to the lions' den. As he got closer
he shouted, "Daniel, has your God who you serve and pray to rescued you from the lions?" The king
waited quietly for a response.
Then all of a sudden Daniel said, "O king, live forever! My God sent an angel, and he shut the
mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me because I have done nothing wrong."
The king jumped with joy and immediately ordered that Daniel be removed from the den. And when
Daniel was lifted from the den, there wasn't even a scratch on him because he trusted in God.
The king knew that the men had tricked him into punishing Daniel so he punished them.
After that the king made a new law and he said, "Daniel's God is great, and I order that everyone in
my kingdom must respect the Lord God, who rescued Daniel from the hungry lions."

REFLECT
In this story, Daniel is very brave. Do you think you would have been that
brave? Why/why not?
The story says that, ‘When Daniel heard the new law, he did what he always
did’. What was that?
How do you think King Darius felt putting Daniel in the lions’ den? How did
Daniel’s miraculous escape change King Darius?
ASK
Ask God to help you out with a problem or a worry that you can’t easily see a
solution to. Sometimes having worries can make if feel like we are Daniel facing
the lions, but God promises to help us with all things, including things that
seem too big to cope with. Give all your worries to God.
SHARE
Talk about a time you know when you may have been in danger or unsure of
what to do, and somebody helped you out. Parents and carers may remember
stories from when they were a child too!
Research a charity that supports people in danger, whether because they are
homeless, orphans or suffering in any other way, and pray for the work of the
charity or even give a bit of money to the charity.

WATCH
Here’s a link to a short video of this week's Bible story:
https://safeYouTube.net/w/IKIK

